Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 4, Week 2 2019
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Pictured: Kids on Country (see article on page 3)

Diary Dates

Niina Marni

TERM 4
October

Welcome back everyone!

25/10
30/10

World Teachers’ Day
Assembly

November

It is nice to see so many new faces at our school. A big welcome to our new students and their
families. This term, transition for our site has started for the Kindy and Secondary students with 7
new Receptions students and 4 Year 8 students for 2020.

1/11

Community Breakfast

This term there are some exciting events happening such as: Ground Force Dance, Soccer

4/11

White Card on site

program, student intervention for reading, phonics and wellbeing, SA Museum visiting classes in

6/11

Year 7 & Year 12 Graduation
Assembly, 1:45pm in the Gym

regards to identity and genealogy (families are welcome to join in), hosting Career Walk for all

10/11

First Lego League Competition

13/11

SA Museum Visit

14/11

Career Walk – R-4 Excursion

A reminder to join in on our Community Breakfasts that are held fortnightly - look out for the

15/11

Community Breakfast

flyers. We will have a School Closure Day on the

18/11

Governing Council 2:30pm

27th of November for Teachers to complete their

northern Adelaide Aboriginal students,Year 7 & 12 Graduation and finally the Christmas concert...
WOW!

18-19/11 First Aid Secondary

reports and in Week 9 from the 9th - 12th of

20/11

Assembly

December will be Parent Teacher Week.

27/11

School Closure Day

Finally, this Friday the 25th of October is World

29/11

Community Breakfast

Teachers’ Day. A big thank you to all the amazing

December

and wonderful Teachers that we have at Kaurna

4/12

Christmas Concert

Plains who work extremely hard every day to

6/12

Year 12 Graduation Dinner

make your child/s day educational, special and full

9-12/12 Parent Teacher Week

of fun.

13/12
		

Angela Walkuski

Community Breakfast &
Last day of Term 4

Acting Principal Kaurna Plains R-12 School

spect Kindness Acc
on Re
i
epta
t
a
s
i
nce
Cooperation Organ
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Email: dl.1792.info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.kaurnaas.sa.edu.au

Hello from Aunty Natasha
This term has seen a change in how student support is being delivered in classrooms.
More students will be involved in intervention programs such as MiniLit and Wellbeing
programs. The whole school is doing buddy reading after lunch for 15 minutes and it has
been great to see the engagement from students and staff. Even the Kindy is coming over
to visit during this time.
Career Walk for Secondary students and the 4-6 class is coming up in Week 5 on
Thursday November 14th. The R/1 and 2-4 classes will be going out for a SAKG
excursion on that day. Be sure to keep an eye out for notices for these two important
events.
Another important event to lock in your diary is the annual Kaurna Plains School
Christmas Concert. This will be held Wednesday December 4th (Week 8). Hope to see everyone there!
Last term we welcomed Terrel and Ari to our school working as SSO’s. They are working in Uncle Tom and Aunty
Rebekah’s class and supporting with the Primary Boys Wellbeing group on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Natasha Trestrail
Acting Deputy Principal

Meet Uncle Luke
My name is Luke Wilson and I am a Ngarrindjeri, Narungga and Kaurna man. I am 25
years old and have previously worked as an ACEO at Elizabeth Vale Primary School
from 2015 up until 2018 before moving on to work with the Metropolitan Aboriginal
Youth Family Services (MAYFS). I have a deep passion in working with Aboriginal youth and families
and look forward to engaging and supporting the Kaurna Plains community.

Community News
Kaurna Plains School - New Enrolments
Welcome to Term 4!!! We hope that all students and their families had a great holiday break and are excited to be back at school for the final
part of 2019.
It’s an exciting time here at Kaurna Plains School and we are pleased to inform the schooling community, that we have new, fresh faces joining
us in Term 4. In total we have two new students enrolled into Secondary School and four new students enrolled into Primary School.
It’s also an important time of year in relation to enrolments because students from other schools and the kindergarten that will enrol in 2020
have been participating in our ‘Transition Days’. These days have been happening Wednesdays on a weekly basis to give students and families a
feel for the classes their children will be in. We’ve had great success with eight new students joining Kaurna Plains School in 2020.
As a Reception to Year 12 School, Kaurna Plains School is open to everyone within the community and new
enrolments are always welcome, so please don’t hesitate to contact the school and enquire.
Uncle Jordan & Uncle Luke
Aboriginal Community Education Officers

Kids on Country
On Wednesday, 23rd October, Years 2-6 went to Wirrarninth (Park 23) in the Adelaide Parklands for ‘Kids on Country’ to learn about Kaurna
culture and caring for Country at an interactive educational event.
The Kids on Country Kaurna activity day focused on Kaurna culture and encouraged
Aboriginal kids to walk on their Country and learn about and share their culture with
their classmates.
The activities we completed included: Kaurna Welcome and Smoking Ceremony,
Cultural bush tour, Cultural artefacts and stories, Art, Music and Dance.
All students, and staff alike had a great day celebrating culture.
Uncle Tom and Aunty Rebekah

CUE LEARNING & STUDENT TALK
Cue Learning
Phil and Sharon Callen are consultants at the school, working with
students, teachers and leadership on a weekly basis on best practices in
literacy and numeracy teaching and learning.
Sharing or talking about our learning
Talking about our work with others is a really important part of
our learning. It develops our confidence, vocabulary and deepens
our understanding about whatever we are talking about. It gives
others the opportunity to ask clarifying questions and often helps
us get on a better track with our learning.
Research says that there are six (interactive) T’s of effective
literacy teaching and learning in schools:
• Time (plenty of time is given for students to do their own
reading and writing)
• Texts (there is access to a rich supply of ‘just right’ books, or
writing materials for each child to choose from)
• Teach (there are clear demonstrations of the skills and
strategies by the teacher, which children then try out in their
own reading and writing)

Shae – Years 2/3/4 “I talk about my learning and it helps me
learn better. Sometimes things go too fast for me in class, and asking
questions and talking to others helps, especially with Uncle Tom. I also
talk with Uncle Tom about what I’m about to do. Talking about my
writing helps me with future ideas.
Me and my Mum talk and write every day about Maths questions that
I have in my head. In class I sometimes ask Maths questions to Uncle
Tom saying ‘I don’t understand this.’ Sometime Uncle Tom explains it or
sometimes someone else in the class helps me understand better.”
Ella – Years 4/5/6 “When I share my writing with the whole class,
they give me feedback and that helps me work on that bit.They might
say ‘You need to work on this bit or that.’When I don’t want to share
with the whole group, I’ll get just Auntie Rebekah to read it and give me
feedback.”
Harley – Year 7/8/9 “Talking to someone about my learning
sometimes works and sometimes doesn’t. When I’m writing it can give
me better ideas, or helps me write more. In Maths I sometimes need
help from the teacher. If this confuses me, I’ll try to work it out myself or
ask a friend. Being persistent can help me in my work, depending on my
interest in the problem.”

• Talk (purposeful, conversational talk is modelled and
encouraged, with mostly open rather than closed questions
being asked)
• Tasks (tasks are designed so children can tackle them at their
own level, have some choices, and allow them to ask their own
questions)
• Test (emphasis on measuring ongoing effort and improvement,
where teachers really know their children as learners)
Richard Allington ‘The Six Ts of Effective Elementary Literacy Instruction’
This article was originally published in the June 2002 issue of Phi
Delta Kappan as “What I’ve Learned About Effective Reading
Instruction From a Decade of Studying Exemplary Elementary
Classroom Teachers.”

Mallee shares a story with others in the class (Uncle Tom’s class)

We asked Uncle Tom and some students what they thought about
Talk in their learning.
Uncle Tom: “Sharing or talking about learning helps children
consolidate their learning.
The more they talk/share, the more they increase their vocabulary.This
is especially important in subjects like Maths.They now know that good
mathematicians share how they solved a problem.They know how to
discuss with each other, to ask questions.
When our students talk about their Maths or Writing it makes them
better learners. If some children are asking questions, others start to
catch on.They learn reasoning, problem solving and how to use a rich
and varying vocabulary.

Uncle Tom models talk by sharing information with the whole class

For example the ‘equals sign =’ also means ‘the same as’.
There’s also a comfort level in sharing with others. Sharing mistakes can
make students feel OK because they know it is safe to make mistakes
in our classroom and other students make encouraging and constructive
comments.”
Sofia – Years R/1 “I sometimes talk to Ruby Lee about my Maths.
We help each other. Sometimes it’s like one of us is the teacher and the
other is the learner.”
Auntie Debbie’s class listen as one of the students shares some writing

R-1 Class
We have made an amazing start to Term 4! Aunty
Debbie and Aunty Jottie have been working closely
with the whole class to establish a new morning
routine. The children are finding the visual timetable
a great help and they look at it as they arrive to see
whether the morning begins with reading or play.
This time allows the children to have some social
time with their class peers before we begin our days
learning.
In Maths we are looking at location and have been
creating maps of the school. We spent time walking
around looking at all of the different buildings and
together, with some images from Google maps, we
have made our own maps.
We have also been busy during Maths group times
working on number identification and recording as
well as daily small group Maths work.
We have been drawing portraits of ourselves and
they are in the classroom as you come in the door.
Please feel free to pop in to take look, or just see if
you can spot our wonderful class members in the
photo.

Year 2-4 Class
Niina marni,
Welcome back to Term 4. Where has the year gone?
We have so much to look forward to this term; Everyday learning, excursions,
Uncle Moogy, Adelaide United, Ground Force and Christmas celebrations.
What’s more exciting is that our class has the pleasure of having Leahna
Vandenheuvel with us, as a pre-service teacher in Weeks 1-4.
Leahna is in her final year of University and her time at Kaurna Plains will be her final placement, before graduating as a teacher. Leahna
is currently working as an ACEO at Elizabeth Vale Primary School. She has spent her life in the local community, including going to
Kaurna Plains Child Care, as her Nanna officially opened it!
Leahna will be teaching the 2-4 Class full-time in Weeks 3 and 4, which all the students are looking forward to.
Uncle Tom’s 2/3/4 Class
Kaurna miyurna, Kaurna yarta, ngadlu tampinthi.

7-9 Class
The students from the 7-9 Class created extremely personal and insightful poetry pieces! It was wonderful to observe the students engaging
in various forms of poetry and writing about ideas meaningful to them and utilizing descriptive words. The Acrostic seemed to be a
favourite! For example, Jakyrah’s piece is a fantastic acrostic link to self and culture.
Just fond of netball
Always be strong about the littlest things
Khatarnya’s one and only amazing friend
Yourself, you can always be self-confident
Responsible for keeping our land together
Art is absolutely pretty and it has so much nature
Honestly have incredible friends and family

Kaurna Parpunta Wardliwardli
Competition date: Sunday 10th November. All students over 9 years of age can be involved.
If you want your child to experience the event, please come talk to Louise.
COMPETITION DATE IS NEAR (END OF WEEK 4). If your child is not talking to you about
Robotics, maybe ask why. The permission form for the competition will be coming home very soon.
Keep your eyes out for the new team T-shirts that the students will be wearing and make sure you check with your child if they have
their permission forms and have returned them.
Louise McAdam, Specialist Teacher (HASS and Technologies)

Makers Empire
Teach students how to solve real-world
problems with Project-Based Learning and
Design Thinking. Make STEAM fun.
Engage ALL students.

Last year students from Kaurna Plains were involved in winning the school a 3D printer.
Well, the time has come for the students to start using the 3D printer. The R-1,
2-4 and 4-6 students (once they have finished FLL) will spend this term solving
real-world problems from their classrooms with project-based learning and design thinking. Keep your eyes
peeled as the students all start learning how to use the 3D printer and come ask Louise if you want them to
have access to the program at home.
This week students have started to make their own Avatars (characters) so they can navigate around the
program and learn how the 3D printing world works.
Louise McAdam, Specialist Teacher (HASS and Technologies)

Senior Secondary News
National Indigenous Summer School
Congratulations to Tia Bartnicki, on her successful application to
attend the 2019 National Indigenous Summer School at the Australian
National University.
This Summer School is specifically designed for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander students in Years 10 and 11 who are pursuing tertiary
studies under Maths, Science, Engineering, Medicine, Humanities, Art,
Business, Law and more. It will be held over six days at the ANU
Canberra Campus from Sunday 8 December - Friday 13 December.
This year’s theme is ‘Global Challenges: People, Places and
Communities’. Over a week-long program, students will experience
what it is like to live and study at ANU.
Graduation
Students in Year 12 are working towards the completion of their SACE
subjects and deadlines are coming up fast! Please encourage your
child to attend school every day in order to have the full benefit of the
support offered here at KPS.

Graduation Assembly for Year 7 & 12
On the Wednesday 6th November 2019 we will be holding an
assembly in the afternoon to celebrate our Year 12s and their life
at the school. Assembly will start at 1:45pm in the Gym. We look
forward to acknowledging our students and sharing memories.
Graduation Dinner for Year 12
On the Friday 6th December 2019 there will be a Graduation
Dinner for the Year 12s to be held at the Hotel Playford in Adelaide.
Letters will be coming home with further information soon. We will
need a response to assist our booking.
Liz Burke & Patrick Sorrentino

